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Until we meet again 

Hosta la Vista 

T 
he question that we get asked most 
often is “What do you do with all this in 
the winter?”.  It would be churlish to say, 
“Nothing”.   We know what they mean.  
How do you prepare your garden for 

winter, what do you do in the Fall? 
 
What a glorious fall we have had for doing all 
those jobs.  Almost a week of dry, warm days.   
We haven't quite finished but we are way more 

advanced that we normally are. 
 
The first thing we did this year, before the hosta leaves rotted 
away completely, was to mark the plants that were infested 
with foliar nematodes.   There is a cure for nematodes on the 
horizon and the first thing we need to know are which plants 

will need treating in the spring when we can’t see them. 
 
Then we have to put the potted plants away 
for the winter.   Of course, the hosta is 
totally hardy, but the pot it is planted in may 
not be.  Some of our hostas are in plastic 
pots that rest inside ceramic pots.   Once 
the potted hosta has been removed, the 
empty ceramic pot - plus all those other 
ceramic, hypertufa, terracotta and fragile 
pots and trays, that are planted with a hosta 
or other collectable - are stacked on 
temporary shelving in a cold, but dry, 
garage.  This prevents the frost and wet cold from cracking the 

pots. 
 
Large plastic pots containing hosta are moved to a flat area 
at the back of the garden where they are pushed closely 
together for companionship and then simply left until spring.  
As long as they are touching the ground and can drain  when 

they begin to thaw, they will be fine.    
 
Small planted plastic pots go into hosta corrals for the winter.  
These are wood planks nailed together to form rectangular, 
shallow boxes.  The bottom of the box is covered with fine 
hardware cloth and weed matting.  The pots are placed tightly 
together and mulched with cedar wood mulch to prevent mice 
and voles feasting on our hostas out of sight under the snow 

and mulch.  
 

A trick that we recently learned form John O'Brien, the hosta 
nursery man in Connecticut, is to leave the mulching of the 
pots as late as possible.  He says that if you mulch them 
after the cold winter has arrived,  the vermin have already 
found their winter homes and there will be no critter 
damage.  It worked for us last year but we always put a bit 

of mouse bait between pots just in case. 
 
Critter damage, particularly by voles, is a problem in the 
winter garden.  Whether it’s better to clean up the garden in 
fall or spring is a perennial question.  We like to get it done 
in the fall, but we rarely finish the job before the snow 
arrives.   Once we have pulled off the rotting leaves from the 
hostas, Kathy covers the crowns in two ways to prevent the 
voles getting to them.  Some are covered with an upturned 
wire cage, sold cheaply in the dollar store and designed to 
hold fruit or rubbish, that is held down tightly with 
horticultural fabric pins.   Other, bigger crowns are covered 

with a square of plastic netting also held in place with pins. 
 
She also waters each crown with a mixture of castor oil, 

water and dish soap… a folk deterrent for voles and mice. 
 
To prevent heaving in the frost, small and very small hostas 
are cleaned up and covered with an inch or two of mulch.   

This keeps them protected and warm until the snow arrives 
 
One last job is to cover the lower foot or two of the trunks of 
all the specimen trees and larger woody shrubs with 
crumpled aluminum cooking foil.   This prevents mice and 
other pest from feasting on the bark.   These small animals 
can walk on the surface of the snow to get to a meal, so the 

foil has to go a long way up the trunk in these climes. 
 
There is a lot of work to be done in the garden during fall but 
the results are worth the effort and we are allowed to sit 

back, relax and wait for spring. 
 

Mike Shadrack  President WNYHS 

 

 

President’s Message 

Nov.‘15 

Make sure you check in at our  

Website frequently 

for the latest news 

 

Www.wnyhosta.com 
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PRELIMINARY 
2016 Calendar 

We’ve spent some time looking at the calendar already…  the meet-

ing dates have not yet been set, but we thought you’d like a peek at 

what is already in place…. 
 

Saturday January 2nd  Hosta breakfast—10 am 
    Forestview, Transit Rd. Depew 
 

Saturday February  6th   Hosta Breakfast  -10 am 
    Forestview, Transit Rd. Depew 
 

Sunday February 14th  Members’ Meeting,  
    East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, March 5th  Hosta Breakfast—10 am 
    Forestview, Transit Rd. Depew 
 

Saturday March 19th  Hosta College, Piqua, Ohio 
 

Saturday, April 2nd   Final Hosta Breakfast—10 am 
    Forestview, Transit Rd. Depew 
 

Sunday April 24th   Members’ Meeting, and  

    Naylor Creek hosta  pick-up 
    East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, May 14th   Hoop House Season Opener 
    Lasting Dreams, Orchard Park 
 

Sat/Sun, June 11th & 12  Hosta Show 
 

June 13th – 19th   AHS National Convention  

    St. Louis, MO 
 

June 25th & 26th   Garden Art Sale & Plant  
    Society Avenue 
 

July 8th-120h   Hosta Tailgating - Ohio! 
      

August 7th    Members’  Picnic 
    Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 
 

Saturday August 20th  Public Hosta Sale - 
    Botanical Gardens 
 

Saturday September 17th  Fall Hosta Forum 
    Edinboro, PA  
 
   

Sunday November 13th  Members’ Meeting,  
    East Aurora Senior Center 

Mark your calendars 

~ note:  if we DON’T have you on our e-mail “Hosta Flash” list, 

please send your address to “irisborer@aol.com”.  Things tend to 

shift… and new opportunities arise, and this is the best way  

to be able to notify our membership quickly! 

 

BUT WAIT…. THERE’S MORE!!BUT WAIT…. THERE’S MORE!!BUT WAIT…. THERE’S MORE!!   
 

We can’t fit everything in the calendar 
 

 Hosta Teas (to complement Hosta breakfasts) - TBA 
 Other cool stuff that comes up from time to time - TBA 

ELECTIONS 
 

Our November meeting is also the time of year when we 
elect our new Board. Two of our hardworking Board 
members are up for re-election this year.  Kevin Plumley 
has decided to stand down.  We have had one nomination 
to fill that position;  Judy Johnson, a familiar face at our 

meetings and activities. 
 

We asked her to provide us with a  short bio: 

JUDY JOHNSON 

 

My name is Judy Johnson.  I love the outdoors and have 
always been a gardener.  I was a charter member of the 
WNY Herb Study Group.  I’m on the Hamburg 
Beautification Committee, planting pots and tending a 
roundabout.  I’ve been an active member of the Hamburg 
Garden Walk Committee since its beginning 11 years ago. 
 
My garden has evolved over time into a mix of perennials, 
annuals and herbs - and more recently, hostas… which 
have now become my passion.  I have learned so much 
from this group; volunteering at the hoop house and at 
“Tailgate”.  Everyone is so willing to share their 
knowledge.   
 
I feel privileged to be a member of the WNY Hosta Society 
and able to continue my gardening education. 

 
Thank you everyone for your nominations  

and consideration! 

 

 

The slate we will present for your vote at 

the meeting will be: 

 

Board Positions 

Barbara Ehinger 

Sue Sickels 

Judy Johnson 

 

Officers were re-elected for a 2-year 

term last fall 

President:  Mike Shadrack 

Vice President:  Ran Lydell 

Treasurer:  Dianne Giordanno 

Secretary:  Marcia Sully 
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The next meeting 

of the  WNY Hosta Society is the 
 

FALL MEMBERS’  MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 22th 
Doors open 1:00  

(come and socialize) 

Meeting 2:00-4:00 
East Aurora Senior Center  

 

(Route 400 to Maple exit – right. Maple to the end left onto Main, 
then second right – S. Grove – past the Roycroft to the stop sign, 

then left on Oakwood. The Senior Center is on the right  
next to the  Fire hall.  -   Park behind  - not on the plaza.) 

 

THE MAIN EVENT 
HOSTAS IN 

JOAN’S COUNTRY GARDEN 
Joan Altman, New Wilmington, PA 

 
MEETING 
Welcome 

Annual Meeting & Elections 
2016 Calendar of events 

Open Garden Book Prize Draw 
Refreshments 

Fun and Laughter 
 
           Parking at the East Aurora Senior Center 
 
Parking is at a premium at the Center and there have been 
problems (mostly during the week).   Please take note when 

attending our meeting.   
 
Park in the lot along the fence to the back corner only.   
Street parking on both sides of King St is allowed - after you pass 

the entrance. 
 

Other street parking in the area is permitted.  
 

 Do not park along the side or in front of the fire 

hall 

       Hospitality  
 

         We need YOU to help  

        with hospitality for this meeting.  

  

Please contact  

Dianne Giordanno 

716-225-5991 
 

If you can bring something 

   OPPORKNOCKITY TUNESOPPORKNOCKITY TUNESOPPORKNOCKITY TUNES   
 

By popular demand (at least among hostaphiles) we are repeating an offer we 

have offered for the last five years, ….putting together a group order for 

Naylor Creek (www.naylorcreek.com) hostas (and epimediums, arisaemas 

too).  Here’s how it works… Naylor Creek offers an EARLY BIRD SPECIAL for 

orders placed by 12/14 and totaling $200 -  a 10% discount and free shipping.  

We are extending that offer to our membership so that by joining our group 

order, by even ordering one tiny hosta, you will reap the benefit of the 10% and 

free shipping.   

 

SO…. Here are the rules - please put together your order and bring it to the 

meeting - or otherwise get it to us NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1ST.  We 

will place one order (and bill you when we get confirmation).  Please note - as 

soon as we place the order they charge our credit card.  Please, please 

please pay us promptly! 

 

We will ask Naylor Creek for delivery in time for our April meeting.  We’re sure 

to exceed the $200 minimum so get your orders in!  What a deal!  (If you don’t 

have a computer,  we will have a few paper copies at the 

meeting.  Otherwise   http://naylorcreek.com/).  You should 

ALSO know that Naylor Creek are advertising individual 

hostas heavily on Facebook (asked to join ‘Hosta Buyers 

Guide’), and some are already sold out or in short supply.  

In the words of Yosemite Sam “Time’s a-wastin’”! 

OUR SPEAKER - JOAN ALTMAN 
 
Tucked in western Pennsylvania’s Amish county, 
and 50 miles north of Pittsburgh, Joan’s Country 
Garden features three acres of intricate hardscapes, 

hostas, daylillies, and much more.  
  
Joan’s obsession with making her world beautiful 
was first ignited in the1980’s as she read an article 
about decorating landscapes with hostas. Moving in 
to her 1860’s farmhouse, she saw the perfect 

backdrop to create a masterpiece. The garden started off small. Once Joan 

caught the hosta bug, the garden grew quickly.  
  
Joan’s country garden displays thousands of varieties of hostas and daylillies 

in addition to specimen trees. 
  
Her husband, Herbie, collects stone and architectural features directly from 
demolished buildings. Joan has a passion for teaching everyone around her 
about hostas.  She taught first grade students for 41 years prior to retiring four 

years ago.  
  
If you want to see what Joan finds so enticing about the green, leafy plant, 
check out her website. There, you can see a wide variety of available 

hybrids.  The website will be updated in early May.  
  
Joan’s Country Garden is available by appointment only. It is located in New 
Wilmington, PA in the heart of western PA’s Amish 
country. Contact Joan at joan@thealtmans.net or 

724-971-9998. 
 

http://naylorcreek.com/
mailto:joan@thealtmans.net


4  

2016 HOSTA FINDER 
 

We will be taking orders for the 2016 Hosta Finder at 

the November Meeting.  This is a “source book” for 

locating the hosta of your dreams… along with 

average price you can expect to pay.  We should 

have them in time for the February meeting.   Cost 

will be $14.50 each if we have orders for at least 10. 

Hosta BreakfastsHosta BreakfastsHosta Breakfasts———movedmovedmoved   
 
For more than 4 years now the WNYHS has held Hosta 
Breakfasts on the first Saturday of each month throughout 
the winter. They have proven to be a wonderful way of meeting 
our hosta friends during the non-growing season.  The first one 
of this season was no exception, with lots of chatter and 

laughter. 
 
We have held these breakfasts at a restaurant in West Seneca 

up until now, but we are MOVING to a new location -  
 

THE FORESTVIEW RESTAURANTTHE FORESTVIEW RESTAURANTTHE FORESTVIEW RESTAURANT   
4781 Transit Road - Depew, NY  14043 

656-8760 
 

It is the people and the friendship that make our breakfast 
meetings so good, but another thing 
that helps is that attendees are ask to 
bring to the table something that they 
can pass around and talk about.  It 
can be a plant, a seedling, a 
catalogue, a magazine, a book, a 
favorite garden tool, a new deer 
repellent… anything to get folks 

talking. 
 
We usually have between 16 and 20 folks and the biggest turn 

out so far has been 34. 
 
There is only one rule.   If you intend joining us you must let me 
know, either by phone on 716 941 6167 or by email at 
H8staman@aol.com before 5pm on the previous Friday as I 

have to book the places with the restaurant. 
 
So………the dates are:  December 5th.  For 2016 -  January 

2nd, February 6th, March 5th, April 2nd. 
 
A Hosta Flash will be sent to all those members on our email 
list as a reminder a few days before each breakfast.    So, no 

excuses.   See you there. 
 
In FACT, these have been so successful, a few years ago, we 
replaced the breakfasts with a monthly HOSTA TEA in a 
members’ garden during the summer months.  We are still 
working on  finding gardens for 2016 (let us know if you’re 

willing). 
 
Thank you! 

Why Not Join  

The American Hosta 

Society 
 
Now is a very good time to join the 
American Hosta Society if you 
have not already done so.    
 
Membership costs $30.00 and membership 

application forms will be available at the meeting. 
 
The membership year runs from January 1

st
 until 

December 31
st
.   In return for your $30.00 you will 

get: two copies of The Hosta Journal, access to the 
members’ only portion of their website 
www.hosta.org. that includes a new online journal 
every year and, if that were not enough, a $15.00 
voucher that you may spend at any of the 
participating nurseries, which includes our very own 
Eagle Bay Gardens. 
 
PLUS - a brand new 
‘members only’ hosta will 
be available for sale 
beginning in 2016.  The 
first hosta is STERLING 
MEDALLION and it is 
DROP DEAD GAWJUS… 
silver blue.  Limited 
quantity available.  
 
Those wishing to join at the 
meeting - Mike or Kathy will be happy to take your 
application -  will be given a free copy of an historic 
Hosta Journal just to whet their appetites.  
 

H. ‘Sterling Medallion’ 
BUFFALO AREA DAYLILY SOCIETY 

 The rumors of the death of BADS have been greatly 

exaggerated (to quote Mark Twain).  A membership 

meeting with fabulous guest speaker is 

scheduled for December 6th at the Senior 

Center…. Everyone welcome! 

mailto:H8staman@aol.com
http://www.hosta.org/
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HOSTA COLLEGEHOSTA COLLEGEHOSTA COLLEGE   
 

The Great Lakes Region Hosta College next year will 

be held at the usual venue in Piqua, Ohio on Friday and 

Saturday, March 18th and 19th. 

 

For those not familiar with the Hosta College Format, it 

usually consists of a Friday Night lecture and auction 

and then all day on Saturday a huuuuge variety of 

classes on all kinds of topics allow attendees to choose 

subjects that interest them from the list available.  There 

is an optional banquet on Saturday evening. 

 

For more information, please talk to Chas or Karen 

Wagner, Dianne Giordanno or Jackie Adams                 

- or visit the Hosta college website at:      

http://ihostohio.org/portal/glhc/ 

Open Garden Book 
 

The November Members’ Meeting is the traditional 
time to produce your Open Garden 
Books and to enter the draw to win 
a prize.  Throughout the summer 
members have been visiting other 
member’s gardens and many will 
have been clever enough to get 
their Open Garden Book signed by 
the garden owner.  For each 
signature members will get a free draw ticket.  And 
what do draw tickets mean?  Draw tickets mean 
prizes.  (Editor’s note – Please appreciate the use of 
member’s, members’ and members in the above 
paragraph.) 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

  
The Western New York Hosta Society believes in giving as much to its members as 
possible.  This means not only interesting meetings, discounted hostas, the best advice 
we can find, cheaper plant markers and gardening gloves … but also actual money.  Yes, 

when we have sufficient funds, we like to give our members money. 
 
We have a scholarship fund.  The amount in the fund varies from time to time and depends on how much we have 
in the Treasury.  We then award “scholarships”, in the form of reimbursements, to members who attend 
designated AHS national and regional events; such as Hosta College. 
 
The fund works like this.  The Board considers our treasury and votes on an amount to designate for the program. 
Announcements are made that scholarship funds are available.  Upon application, available funds are divided by 
the number of members attending the event as an incentive.  For example,  if there is $300.00 in the fund and six 
people go to Hosta College each attendee will be reimbursed $50.00.    If 12 apply, each only receives $25.00, but 
every little bit helps.  So stay tuned, and let us know if this program is incentive to you. 

ELVIS HAS LEFT THE 

BUILDING 
 

The HOOP HOUSE at Lasting 

Dreams Daylily Farm in Orchard 

Park has been put to bed for the 

winter.  A small group of willing 

volunteers put the white plastic 

cover over the hoops a few 

weeks ago—and all our plants… 

and there are a LOT of them… 

should be snug till spring. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to Jackie Adams and her team for 

all of the hard work throughout the summer, prepping 

the hostas for our sale, dividing and potting up new 

arrivals and larger plants and then cleaning them up for 

the winter.  It is a long-term job and help is much 

appreciated. 

 

A special thank you too to Randy Vogel for 

professionally building wonderful hoop house ends, 

giving us his expert advice and loaning out his tools. 

 

Thank you, Randy, the 

hoop  house is now 

complete in its third 

location and has never 

looked better. 
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NEMATODES AND NEMAKILL 
By Sue Sickels 
 

The Ohio State University and the American Hosta Society joined 
forces to study foliar nematodes in our beloved hostas in the spring 
of 2013.   The first part of the study looked at which life stage 
overwintered and where it lives in the late winter/early spring plant.  
After examining the soil and plants in early spring, larval 
nematodes were found in the soil and the crowns, but not the roots.  
No nematode eggs were found in any of the samples.  Therefore, 
foliar nematodes do not overwinter as eggs.  The importance of this 
is that some of the chemicals are more effective against the larval 
forms than the eggs.  If eggs do not overwinter, then we should be 
able to time treatment so that only larval forms exist in the infected 

plant. 
 
The next stage of the study looked at the effectiveness of 23 
chemical agents to kill nematodes in a petri dish.   It is assumed 
that it is easier to kill nematodes in a laboratory dish than in a live 
plant. Several chemicals (ammonia, chlorox, Pylon, and Nemakill) 
were able to produce 100% kill of larval nematodes.  These 
chemicals, as well as treatment with hot water, were studied in live 
plants for effectiveness and safety.  One week after infecting plants 
with nematodes, each plant was drenched with the test chemical.  
Leaves infected with nematodes were also sprayed with test 
chemicals to evaluate the effectiveness of spraying the leaves of 
infected plants to kill nematodes.  Research continues on the foliar 
nematode to learn more about how it may be transmitted from 
other plants in our gardens to hostas.  Further, killing nematodes in 
a small plant in a lab is different than killing nematodes in a plant 

with a large root ball in our gardens.  
 
Research is ongoing, but the results show that Nemakill has the 
rare combination of effectiveness and safety.  Nemakill is made of 
cinnamon, clove and thyme oil and is extremely effective against 
foliar nematodes, even when diluted at the rate of 0.5%.  Nemakill 
is used in agricultural crops for nematodes and other plant 
pathogens, so we are excited about the rumors that it may also be 
effective against slugs AND act as a deer repellent.  I used it 
monthly last year as a spray, while Mike Shadrack used it as a 
drench in several potted plants.  I saw no damage to my plants and 
I am optimistic that it may be useful for more than the control of 
nematodes.  Since this product is sold commercially in one gallon  
containers, our Board members are looking at the logistics of 
making this product available in two ounce bottles to members of 
our WNYHS next spring – enough to make up to 3 gallons of 

diluted product.  Stay tuned for more. 

Editor’s Note….. But what ARE foliar nematodes?? 

 

Not everyone knows what we’re talking about and 

what the ramifications might be.  Foliar nematodes 

are a very small, almost microscopic, parasitic worms 

that infect hostas (among other plants).  The damage 

they do does not show up until late in the season, and 

then it’s usually evident by brown areas between leaf 

veins (see photo).  Nematodes don’t usually kill a 

plant, but they can weaken it… and they sure are not 

pretty.   

 

Until now, there has not been an effective and safe 

cure, but the American Hosta Society has funded 

research resulting in the product that our Board 

member, Sue Sickels, has been researching. 

 

This shows great promise, is safe, and we intend on 

making it available to our members in small 

quantifies at affordable prices. 

HEY… HOW ABOUT A 

CALENDAR!! 
 

The WNY Hosta Society would like to produce a 

professional wall calendar for 2017.  We know this is 

way… way in the future, but it will take a long while 

to produce and we have to start thinking about it 

now.   

 

It will need to go to the printer in the first half of 

next year, so that it can be distributed and sold in 

good time for the New Year, 2017. 

 

We would like our members to supply photos that 

they believe represent each of the twelve months.  

We will select the ones we think show  off our hostas 

(and our club… photos of club 

activities also welcome) best. 

 

So… start going through your 

photos! 
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Survey 
 
Members attending the November meeting will be 
asked to complete a simple questionnaire.   
 
The Board is anxious to know what members' think 
of the way the Society is organized and how we 
might improve.  We would also love some 
suggestions for  topics for our meetings next year.   
Those members unable to attend the meeting can 
request a survey form by email if they would like to 
tell us what they think  

B Movie     
 
The B Movie at the November meeting will be the WNYHS 
Annual meeting.  We promise to keep this short and very 
cheerful.   There is good news on the financial front and our 
membership continues to grow.  There will be an election of 
officers and a new Board member to elect.  We would also 
like to hear suggestions from the floor as to how the 
Society should proceed, can continue to grow and what 
talks and speakers you, the members, would like to hear in 
the future. 

Kevin Plumley 
 
Our Canadian friend Kevin Plumley has reluctantly 
resigned from the Board due to pressure of work and 
caring for his father, Keith, who is sadly not in good 
health.   
 
Kevin maintains a lovely hosta garden in St 
Catherine's, Ontario and in his time he has been a 
member of the Ontario Hosta Society, the American 
Hosta Society Regional Director for Eastern Canada 
and our Canadian liaison officer.   
The committee will miss Kevin's 
good ideas, witty interjections and 
the numerous stories of his 
clashes with border security. 

HOOP HOUSE VOLUNTEERS  

ARE THE BEST!!!!! 
 

Well, another hoop house year is over.  All the plants 

are cleaned up and tucked in for their long winter nap.   

Visions of fresh bright green pips are already dancing 

in my head.  We fought all the battles this year, the 

chaos of the move, rain, rain, rain, mud, mud, mud, 

blazing heat, and that pesky tree limb that was forever 

in the way.  But we prevailed!  It was a job that could 

not have been accomplished without the help of those 

who volunteered to come out and brave the unknown.  

We tip our hat and humbly say Thank You! to..... 

 

 Mike and Sue Baum (from Erie, PA) 

 Steve Cipolla 

 Doris Echeverria 

 Barb Ehinger 

 Pete and Carmen Ehlinger    

 Dolores Galbo     

 Dianne Giordano 

 Jan Hastreiter  

 Valerie Horvath 

 Anna Irey 

 Janice Jaskowiak 

 Judy Johnson 

 Keith and Sally Johnson 

 Nancy Klass 

 Tom Koscielniak 

 Dee Lamprecht  

 Mary Ann Posluszny 

 Jerry Powarski 

 Sharon Robinson 

 Mike Shadrack 

 Mike and Anita Sheehan 

 Sue Sickels 

 Susan Somerville 

 Barb & Dave Whittemore 
 

I hope you enjoyed yourself and learned something 

new.  It was a pleasure to meet so many new people.  

I hope to see you again beneath the trees at the hoop 

house. 
 

Jackie Adams 

GLOVES & KINCAID LABELS 
 

For Christmas Stockings and winter 

projects…. Gloves and labels will be 

available at the meeting….  

See Jackie Adams. 
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Next meeting:  Late Fall Meeting! 
11/22/15– East Aurora Senior Center 
Our own Joan Altman!! 

Elections 

Mike Shadrack, President 

8399 Zimmerman Road 

Hamburg, NY  14075-7143 

 

h8staman@aol.com 

Western New York Hosta Society 

We’re on the web 

Www. Wnyhosta.com 

 

 

SHHHHHHHHH…… Hostas are sleeping 


