
Hosta la Vista 
Until we meet again 

February  ô19 

A 
bout this time of year, if everybody 

agrees, your president usually 

gives his State of the Society 

address.  So, if you all agree, here 

it goes. 

 

As we begin another year, what is the state 

of the Society?   óVery goodô has to be the 

answer to that annual question. 

 

Our economy is in very good shape. 

Although we have invested heavily, we are 

not running a deficit and we have no debts.  

Over the financial year, our income is usually 

a little more than our expenditure - except on 

those occasions when we agree upon a big 

capital expense.  We recently purchased an 

audio system with speakers and multiple 

microphones.  We will soon be buying a 

shed.  Happily we can afford this.  In fact, we 

will still have enough in the bank to cover us 

for a couple of years. 

 

Our membership continues to grow.  In fact, 

membership has increased substantially over 

the last two years.   As Tony Blair, a former 

British Prime Minister, once famously said ñI 

judge the excellence of a Society on the 

number of people who want to join itò 

 

We do not have exact figures because there 

have been so many changes in the 

administration of our Society that we are not 

able to give that information at this time. 

However, all members have a vote and voter 

registrations stand at over 200é and thatôs 

households, not people. 

 

D e s p i t e  v a r i o u s 

nominations there are still 

v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e 

administration.   All of our 

team work hard and we 

continue to provide, 

m o s t l y ,  e x c e l l e n t 

information, entertainment 

and quality plants to our 

members. 

 

On the employment front, there is a high 

level of participation in all the activities 

that the Society organizes during the 

year.     We now regularly get 70 

members to our membersô meetings 

and whilst attendance at our monthly 

winter Hosta Breakfasts has declined by 

about 20% recently, there is a steady 

increase in the numbers attending the 

summer Hosta Teas. 

 

We are very industrious and have 

agreed that producing our own hostas in

-house is far better for all than bringing 

them in from afar.   We buy small and 

sell large.  Both the red team and the 

blue team work at the hoop house in the 

spring and summer, one group on 

Tuesdays and one on Thursdays.  Both 

groups have their priorities and between 

them they are, uniquely, producing a 

wonderful result.  We divide, we re-pot, 

we fertilize and most importantly of all, 

we water.  Our hostas grow and 

multiply.  We provide our members with 

a lot of opportunities to work and help 

make our Society great. The is no need 

to be unemployed. 

 

Social media is used to communicate 

quick thoughts and ideas to our 

membership, particularly early in the 

morning.  The Society has a Facebook 

page and we keep the listening 

membership informed with various social 

media opportunities and our wonderful 

website. 

 

Your president continues to be friends 

with some of the other presidents and 

our international relationships remain 

good.   We have liaisons with other 

Societies in Canada, The Netherlands, 

Great Britain (which used to be in 

Europe), and Belgium as well as across 

the nation.    Russia has not responded 

to messages for some time.   What did I 

do? 

 

So as we begin our 23rd year, our 

Society is in good shape.  We can and 

will improve.  We might want to see each 

other even more often.  We might want 

to move our production facilities to a 

more convenient and less costly site.  

We need to remove barriers, real and 

imagined, and continue to encourage a 

diverse group of gardeners to join our 

happy band. 

 

We need to keep smiling and enjoy what 

we have. 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

HOSTAS 



Hosta Show 2019 
By Dianne Giordano 

Yes, we are in the grip of the dreaded Polar Vortex, but as the hardy Western New Yorkersô that we all are (native or not), we 

know that this too shall pass. Hosta season will soon be upon us. Some of us are making plans to attend Hosta College in March 

where there will be plenty of Hosta talk but also multiple vendors with real live Hostas available for purchase. Then itôs Plantasia 

our own version of a taste of spring. Then before you know it, will be the WNY 2019 Hosta Show. Those of us who like to plan are 

doing just that, and we thought you might to hear whatôs in store for that show.  
 

As you may recall, we were unable to hold our show last year but are carrying on with it for 2019. We will also implement the 

ideas that we planned to implement last year in this yearôs show. Some of the changes are out of necessity and some are just to 

keep it interesting and fun. 
 

Just to remind you of those changes, we are adding a new special section to include only the 

Hosta of Year of the Year (HOTY) exhibitions. In case you donôt know, these plants are 

selected annually by the American Hosta Growersô Association based on such criteria as 

ease of growth, affordability and widespread availability. The 2019 HOTY is ôLakeside 

Paisley Print,õ 
 

The 2019 show will also include a small section of Hosta Design Exhibits. Many of you who 

attended our Hosta Experience in 2018 were able to enjoy a virtual sea of design exhibits. 

This ws made possible by our own Peggy Reixinger, members of the Lancaster Garden Club 

and some of our members.  Peggy has agreed to help us once again, and we are encouraging anyone who is interested to 

contact us as there is only limited space available.  

 

Lastly, due to space considerations, we will limit the number of entries allowed per participant. Show information, including these 

changes, will be available in the Show Schedule that will be available upon AHS approval.   

Iƻǎǘŀ Ψ[ŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ tŀƛǎƭŜȅ tǊƛƴǘΩ 

2019 HOSTA SHOW  

PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES 

- all at the Botanical Gardens - 

 

VJune 7th  Set up 

VJune 8th  Entry and Judging 

VJune 9th  Move exhibits and 

   Open to public! 

 

A hosta show is a great way to get 

more involved with your plants 



2019 CALENDAR 
Subject to addition and change, of courseé.. 

 

Sunday, February 24th Members Meeting 

   East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, March 2nd Hosta Breakfast 

   Forestview, Depew 
 

March 15th & 16th  Hosta College, Piqua, Ohio 
 

March 21st - 24th  Plantasia, Hamburg Fairgrounds 
 

Saturday, April 6th  Final Winter Hosta Breakfast 

   Forestview, Depew 
 

Sunday, April 28  Membersô Meeting 

   Naylor Creek hosta pick-up 

   East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, May 18  Hoop House Season Opener 
 

Saturday, June 1  Hosta Tea - TBA 
 

June 8 and 9  Hosta Show - Botanical Gardens 
 

June 12 thru 15  AHS Hosta Convention 

   Green Bay, WI 
 

June 21ð23  Tailgate; Bay Village, OH 
 

June 29 & 30  Garden Art Sale  

   Botanical Gardens 
 

Saturday, July 6  Hosta Tea -  

   Brenda Fox Garden 
 

Saturday, August 3  Hosta Tea - 

   Ray Boronczyk Garden 
 

Sunday, August 11  Hosta Picnic 

   Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 
 

Saturday, August 24 Public Hosta Sale 
 

Saturday, September 7 Hosta Tea - TBA 
 

Saturday, September 14 Fall Hosta Forum, Edinboro, PA 

   Sgt. Pepperôs Happy Hosta Band 
 

Saturday, October 5 Hosta Breakfast 

   Forestview, Depew 
 

Saturday, November 2 Hosta Breakfast 

   Forestview, Depew 
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OH WINTER PLEASE STOP meeting 
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East Aurora Senior Center 

101 King Street - East Aurora  14052 
 

(Route 400 to Maple exit, right.  Maple to the end, left onto Main, then second right - S. 

Grove...past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left on Oakwood.  Senor Center will be on 

your right next to the fire hall.  Park behind, NOT IN PLAZA) 

 

Doors open at 1:30 
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PROGRAM 

Hostas:  On the EDGE 
 

Growing Hostas  

Where Hostas Donôt Want to Grow 

By:  Sue Sickels  
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Chas Wagner 

 

Plus 
�6�K�R�U�W business meeting 

& review of 2019 calendar 

 

Plus 
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Be there 

Or be square 
 

H. óOn the Edgeô 


