April ‘15

Hosta la Vista
Until we meet again

President’s Message

W

hat a winter. Even by Western New York
standards the winter that has just, hopefully,
passed has been quite an event. It wasn’t just the amount
of snow but the fact that with temperatures so low for so
long the snow refused to leave and we were stuck with ever
higher piles.
Sadly, there were many reports of weather related problems. I
suspect that all readers had their own issues but hopefully none
were too alarming. A lot of glass panes in the roof of the
Botanical Gardens broke under the weight of the snow and the
resulting heat loss meant that many plants in the collection were
lost or damaged. Members have spoken of damaged trees and
garden structures.
Once the snow has gone it will be interesting to see how our
gardens and plants may have survived the winter. At the time of
writing there is still a good deal of snow on the ground so we
don’t really know yet what has gone on under there. We know
that it is better to have a warm blanket of snow over our dormant
plants rather then have the soil fully exposed to very cold
temperatures.
The heavy snow fall last November resulted in damage to many
woody shrubs. Hydrangeas, rhododendrons and lilacs were hard
hit and I suspect that many similar plants did not survive
unharmed. Clever pruning in the spring will no doubt bring most
of these plants back although it may be a whole season before
they are anywhere near their former glory. If spring reveals that
a plant has been completely lost we must look on it as an
opportunity to plant something new and exciting.
Our hostas in the ground should be fine. Even those small
varieties, and maybe some recently planted ones, that
sometimes heave with repeated frost and thaw, should be OK
this year as there has been almost no thaw. Sadly, it is not
before the snow has nearly gone that we will find out if the pesky
voles have been tunnelling away beneath the surface and
feasting on our plants. Kathy uses wire baskets purchased from
dollar stores to reduce this problem and she will be delighted to
demonstrate to anyone who would like more information.
Hopefully, the very cold temperatures will have reduced the slug
and snail populations. Remember though that it is always a good
idea to get out there and sprinkle a few slug pellets the moment
the snow disappears.
Hostas in plastic pots left outside should be fine too. As the
potting soil in the pot begins to thaw the pot should be laid on its

side to prevent the plant drowning. Hostas in ceramic containers
should really have been under cover all winter because although the
hosta is winter hardy, the pot may not be.
As the warmer weather of spring arrives and the containers begin to
thaw out watering the waking plants may present a problem. One good
idea is to put a little snow on the surface of pots that are under cover so
that the compost and the snow thaw at the same time and the
emerging plant get some moisture.
Over watering newly emerging hostas in pots can be more of a problem
than not enough water. It is no good watering a hosta before is has
begun to emerge. If there is not an unfurling leaf to take up the water
there is nowhere for the water to go unless it can drain away quickly.
Wait for the leaves to emerge before watering potted hostas and then
little and often is always the best policy.
Hostas emerging from the ground will not need watering until their
leaves begin to unfurl. Think of those leaves as a balloon that needs to
be filled with air or an emerging butterfly’s wings that need to be pumped
full of blood. They will need plenty of water as they grow in spring to
achieve their full potential.
Spring also gives us an opportunity to divide hostas that are getting too
big for their location in the garden or pot bound. Some experts say wait
until the fall to divide but most agree that they are much easier to handle
in the spring when the new shoots are just emerging. Use a couple of
sharp spades or an old bread knife to cut through the crown of the
hostas and then pull it apart. Remember ‘Smead Law’ and carefully
clean the blade with 10% bleach solution after each and every cut.
In anticipation of spring and in order to cover almost everything
mentioned above, we have arranged an excellent Spring Members
Meeting for April 19th. Nurseryman and landscaper, Ransom Lydell,
will give us a talk on the best small ornamental trees to enhance our
gardens, Jackie Adams will show us how to divide and pot hostas and
your President will lead a discussion on what to do with new hostas,
especially those that arrive before spring.

Please remember too that our meetings now open a whole hour
before the meeting proper start to give everyone ample
opportunity to socialise and gossip. See you there

Michael Shadrack
President.

April is the cruellest month…. TS Elliott

Your New Hostas

The last of the season’s Hosta Breakfasts
makes way for

Hopefully your order of new hostas from both Naylor
Creek and Bob Solberg will be available for distribution
at our April meeting. They will arrive bare root. So,
what to do. Perhaps these tips will help the newer
hostaphiles!

We held our last Hosta Breakfast of the season on April 11th. We
have had a pretty good turnout through the winter and it is
satisfying to find that the idea of this social gathering of
Hostaphiles is still popular. We will resume them on the first
Saturday in October.

Plant your bare root hostas as soon as possible. Given
Western New York weather, it might be better to pot
them and leave them potted until all danger of frost has
passed before putting them in the ground.
Soak the roots in tepid water for a couple of hours
before planting. Use a rich soil mix that will drain well
(ProMix is a good choice). Dampen it before using it.
You can form a small cone in your pot and spread the
roots over it. Back-fill with your soil mix firmly, but not
hard enough to damage the roots.
Add water to
prevent any air pockets near the roots. When you
finish, the hosta crown should be level with the surface
of the soil.
Water slowly but thoroughly. Do not water again until
the soil becomes dry. One of the most frequent
mistakes people make with newly planted bare root
hostas is overwatering. Remember, some plants will
emerge more quickly than others. Don’t overwater the
slower plants because you may cause them to rot.
If there is a threat of frost after potting or planting
outdoors, protect new growth with an upside down
bucket or pot or bring the newly planted pots into an
unheated garage or shed.
Borrowed from the Mississippi Valley Hosta Society Newsletter

.

HOSTA FLASH!
Our HOSTA FLASHES have turned out to be a wonderful way
of telling the membership what is going on, offering deals,
reminding them of events and so on. This is like a
hosta/horticultural newsbulletin.

Summer Garden Teas.

This year only TWO Hosta Teas have been arranged for our
members during the summer (because we are saving all of our
July energy for HOSTA TAILGATING on 7/11).
In June and August, select member’s gardens will be open for
three or four hours during a Saturday afternoon and members may
visit, take a look at the garden and its plants, socialize and partake
of some light refreshment.
Our JUNE Hosta tea will be held this year in the gardens of Sue
Buckner in Caledonia and Jim Ecker in Rochester. We thought
that a “two-fer” was appropriate since Sue...our original volunteer
for the June tea...lives a distance away. So this gives you an
opportunity to stroll (and buy - both Sue and Jim sell hostas and
other plants). You might even want to plan a side trip to Palmitiers
Garden Nursery.

JUNE HOSTA TEA
LOOK TO THE EAST
These gardens are open from 1 pm until 5 pm

Jim Ecker
25 Sutters Run, Rochester, NY
Sue Buckner’s “Hostabilities”
446 Middle Road, Caledonia, NY
(and since you’re already out that way,
why not make a side trip to…)
Palmitier’s Garden Nursery
2675 Avon-Geneseo Road, Avon
Generally open till at least 6

If you are NOT a subscriber, please make sure Kathy has your
e-mail address. Contact her at:
Irisborer@aol.com
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The next meeting
of the WNY Hosta Society is the

Spring Meeting
Sunday, April 19th —1:30-4:00
East Aurora Senior Center
101 King Street—East Aurora 14052

Save the Date!!
Another wonderful hosta sale is booked for Saturday, August
22, 2015. Once again, we will be located at the Buffalo and
Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Ave, Buffalo
NY. The Buffalo Area Daylily society and the WNY Iris Society
will join us with a large selection of beautiful plants for sale as
well.

(Route 400 to Maple exit—right. Maple to the end, left onto Main, then

second right—S. Grove—past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left
on Oakwood. Senior Center will be on your right next to the fire hall….
Park behind—NOT IN PLAZA).

Doors open at 1:00
Program commences at 2 pm

PROGRAM
Ran Lydell - Small Trees for your Garden
B-Movie(s)
Mike Shadrack - What to Do
With Your New Hosta
Jackie Adams - dividing hostas
(demonstration)

Short business meeting
& review of 2015 calendar

Plus
Door prizes
drag and brag
hostatality
Fun and Frolic

Of course, this means that we need help to make this
happen. That help starts with resurrecting the hoop house. We
have ordered lots of new bare-rooted plants that require potting
and organization. Volunteer requests for these opportunities
will be announced via “Hosta Flashes” as soon as the weather
is amenable and we will have sign-up sheets at the meeting.
Then in August we will send out a request for assistance on
both Friday, August 21 and Saturday August 22. On Friday, we
transport all the plants from the hoop house to the botanical
gardens. And the sales area is set up, the plants received and
arranged. Everything is ready for the opening on Saturday
morning. We will also request help with the sale itself on
Saturday.
Don’t forget, this is the last opportunity to spend all the hosta
bucks you’ve earned since last August.

NAYLOR CREEK HOSTA
And SOLBERG HOSTA
Remember

We will have your pre-paid
NAYLOR CREEK & SOLBERG HOSTAS
at this meeting for pickup.
If you are unable to attend the meeting,
please let us know
and other arrangements
will need to be made.

Spring is almost here

GARDEN GLOVES
Want Gloves?
Special spring offer
Two Pairs of our wonderful
Atlas gardening gloves
Only $7.00
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PRELIMINARY

Hoop House
Launch!!

2015 Calendar
We’ve spent some time looking at the calendar
already… all these dates are subject to change, but it’s
going to be a BUSY year!!

Subject to addition and change, of course….

IT’S OFFICIAL!!!

Sunday April 19th

Members’ Meeting, and
Naylor Creek/Solberg hosta
pick-up - E Aurora Senior Center

Saturday, May 16

Hoop House LAUNCH Party!

June 6th

Hosta Tea - Buckner Garden &
Nursery - Caledonia, NY
Gawkin’ and shoppin’!

The hoop house has been moved to the home of Lasting
Dreams Daylilies. And what a beautiful place it is when
thousands of daylilies are blooming their little hearts out! Be
sure to say hello to Tony and Carole Haj who also are
members of the WNYHS and thank them for their
generosity. You don't want to miss a visit to their nursery or
the chance to take home a special daylily for that one small
patch of sun you have!!

June 15th – 20th

AHS National Convention
Raleigh, NC

June 28

Garden Art Sale & Plant Society Ave
Parkside Lodge

July 11th
July 12 & 13

HOSTA TAILGATE
Hamburg Fairgrounds, Quimby Gate
Tailgate Weekend

Saturday, August 1st

Hosta Tea - (TBA)

August 9th

Members’ Picnic
Eagle Bay Hosta Garden

Saturday August 22nd Public Hosta Sale Botanical Gardens
Saturday Sept 19th

Fall Hosta Forum,

hrough the Looking Glass
Edinboro, PA
Sunday Nov. 9th

Members’ Meeting,
East Aurora Senior Center

Additional plans are in the works your suggestions always welcome.
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To celebrate the occasion, we're having a party.
On Saturday, May 16, you are all invited to visit our new
home located at 6425 South Abbott Rd., Orchard Park from
10:00 till 2:00. If the weather is with us this year, it may
even be the Members Plant Sale. Look for a Hosta Flash if
it goes bad but cross your fingers and mark your calendar!
So now the work begins. You know, hanging the curtains
and fluffing the throw pillows. We need to get comfortable in
our new home. In the coming weeks a shade cloth will be
topping our Hosta home and the floor will have a new weed
barrier. All winter our Hosta that were left over from last
year's sale have been buried under the snow. Soon it will
be time to nudge them awake.
Meanwhile, the Hosta Fairies have been ordering lots of
new little Hosta for this year's sale. They will want to climb
into their little pots and take their place in their new Hosta
home.
All this takes many hands many hours of loving care and
attention. This year the task is bigger.

So how can you help, you ask?
And I am so glad you asked!
We need pots of all sizes. Pots should be clean and free of
any stickers, labels or names. Feel free to bring them to
the next meeting if you like.
Continued next page………..

Hostas, Hostas, Hostas.
Despite alarming reports to the contrary, spring will
arrive this year and the arrival of spring means the
arrival of hostas.
A
‘hostaphile’
is
sometimes described
as a person who, in
spring, can be found
on hands and knees in
the
flowerbeds
searching
with
fingertips for those
emerging tiny tight
pips that prove that
once more their hostas survived the winter.

Splitting, dividing, potting and labeling.

Volunteers will be needed at the hoop house in late
April to help prepare our ‘for sale’ hostas for another
season. Come and learn a little more about the care
of hostas and help your Society at the same time. The
actual date is dependant on the emergence of our
potted hostas. It will be announced at the April
meeting and in a subsequent Hosta Flash.

Naylor Creek & Solberg Hostas

Provided that spring is not delayed on the west coast or
in the South our friends at Naylor Creek & Green Hill
Farm will have sent our huge hosta order in time for
distribution at the April Members’ meeting.
Those
members who ordered hostas may collect them or make
arrangements to have them collected. These plants will
be very recently unpacked but will be bare-rooted and
mostly in leaf. They will need potting up ASAP and kept
out of the frost.

The Open Garden Book
The 2015 Open Garden Book will be distributed
at the April Members’ meeting. It is difficult to
believe that this is our ninth annual booklet.
Remember too that every time you visit a
member’s garden and get your book signed you
qualify for a ticket in the prize draw that takes
place in November.
Please support those who enter their gardens in
the book by visiting a few of them this summer.
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LAUNCH - continued
We'll need some muscles too. The roofing and flooring are
major tasks that will need good muscles. Some of you girls
have good muscles....I know.....I've seen them so don't be shy!
And you know the old saying....Many hands make light work.
Now here's the fun part.... potting up the new hosta and
refreshing the old hosta! Depending on the weather there will
be several days we'll get together and play in the potting soil.
We send an email a day or two before the appointed day. So
what's it like at the hoop house and what will you have to do?
Usually we get together in the morning but an afternoon could
work too. Bring your garden gloves (don't forget they're for
sale at the meeting), wear appropriate footwear (it's grassy
and probably wet from morning dew), bring your favorite
beverage, and dress for a mess. "Facilities" are on the
premises. We'll have you up to speed in no time.
And don't forget you get Hosta Bux for volunteering!
So how do you get in on all this fun? If you're at the April 19th
meeting, a signup sheet will be going around. If you're not
there, we'll miss you, but you can send me an email and I'll put
you on the list to get the email alert of hoop house activities.
No email...no problem.... Call me!

See you there,
Jackie Adams
jashopping@aol.com - 537-3278

APRIL MEETING
We need the following for the
April meeting:

Volunteers to bring
desserts/refreshments Please call: Dolores: (693-0376)
YOU….
Make sure you come—
and bring a friend!

THINKING SMALL!
Unique trees for your yard
By Ran Lydell

Spring is on the way, and I bet you wake up in the middle of the night thinking “Oh

gosh ~ What can I put in that empty spot in the yard?!?” WELL~ I am here to help you
get a decent night’s sleep!
There are a lot of popular trees available but many are prone to problems and shouldn’t be on any list you may
make. BUT, I present to you here a few top performers. REMEMBER Just because it has big pink and white blooms
that look like orchids ~ That doesn’t make it the best choice for your yard.
Kousa Dogwoods A very good choice for a medium sized space. Becomes a spreading form to 20 feet wide. Bark is
mottled and very striking with age. 3/4 Pink fruit in fall.
C. kousa Chinensis ~ Massive, long-lasting white blooms in June. A good variety is ‘Milky Way’
C. kousa Chinensis Satomi ~ A smaller growing Dogwood with shaded pink blooms (intensity of color varies)
C. kousa Chinensis Gold Star ~ another small one . Has green leaves with deep yellow centers.
C. kousa C. x C. nutallii “Venus” ~ All I can say is WOW. This new tree has ruffled blooms that can reach 6” wide.
Small Elms Several varieties exist. Here is one the best
Ulmus p. ‘Frosty’ ~ A small Lacebark Elm. White edged serrated leaves! Beautiful form!
Japanese Maples (acers) Some of the best small trees fall under this heading. Be Careful. Some are difficult! These
trees need some wind shelter and good drainage. Most display fabulous fall color!
Acer p. ‘Bloodgood’ ~ This one grows somewhat slowly but can reach 20 feet. Awesome red foliage all summer.
Acer p. ‘Dissectum Atropurpureum’ ~ The thread leaf weeper. Narrow red leaves. Just gets better with age!
Acer shirasawanum ~ Simply a WOW group. Among the best are ‘Autumn Moon’ & ‘Full Moon’ 10 to 12 feet .
Acer japonicum ~ A bit more hardy . Our new introduction ‘Dragons Claw’ Is a dwarf. Deep maroon fall color!
Redbuds (cercis) Wonderful Flowering trees. Can be a bit tender in Zone 5. Plant in a well drained and sheltered site.
Cercis c. ‘Hearts of Gold’ ~ One of the hardiest . Growing to 20 ‘ Golden foliage on a graceful spreading form.
Cercis c. ‘The Rising Sun’ ~ Golden foliage with apricot colors on new growth. Typical cerise spring bloom!
Cercis c. ‘Covey’ ~ outstanding weeping form. Looks great summer & winter!
Cercis c. ‘Merlot’ ~ Actually a hybrid, This the best red leafed variety. Deep color bloom. Reaches 15 feet.
Dwarf Willows (salix) There are a few small growing willows that can be used in the garden. I have listed the best one.
Salix I. ‘Flamingo’ ~ can be a “standard” graft or a multi stem small tree. Variegated foliage with some pink tips.
Dawn Redwood These are true redwoods. There are several dwarf forms. Most have few pests.
Metasequoia g. ’North Light’ A small (20’) lacy tree with light color foliage. Very special garden addition.
Oaks (quercus) Just a few are suitable for a smaller city space. The ‘Japanese Emperor’ Oaks are best.
Quercus dentata. ~ Small 20’ with a rounded profile. Leaves are semi glossy shaped like holly. Bronze fall color!
Quercus d. Pinnatifida ~ Smaller than above but with deeply cut foliage. Shape is “random”.
Ginkgo - Maiden hair trees Bright yellow fall color on a unique tree. Many dwarf forms exist. Fan shaped leaves. Only
buy male selections!
Ginkgo b. ~ ‘Marikan’ A tree with cupped & clustered bright green foliage. 6 ’ bright yellow fall color!
Ginkgo b. !~ ’Jade Butterflies” & ‘Spring Grove’ Striking selections growing to under 10 feet. Bright yellow fall!
Castar Aralia Tropical-looking trees with thorny projections on the main trunks. Very unique garden specimens.
Kalopanax pictus ~ Large five lobed leaves on a slow growing very unique looking small tree.
Aralia s. ‘Variegated’ An out tanding , “tropical” looking small tree with huge 4’ compound, variegated leaves.
I have intentionally left out many popular trees such as cherries, crabapples, Some magnolias & eastern dogwoods as
they are prone to a lot of problems.
Soooo ~ you say “guess that pretty much covers it” NOT REALLY ! There are many, many more! dwarf lindens, dwarf
hawthorns, dwarf magnolias, dwarf Florida Cypress, & more. To select a great tree, do a bit of research Make sure it has
a good chance in your yard. Now start planning the shade plants for its companions.!!
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Have You Marked your Calendar f
or the Great Lakes Region Tailgate 2015?
Reserve July 10th, 2015
The Western New York Hosta Society will be hosting the fourth edition of the Great Lakes Region Hosta
Society Tailgate. We need all of our hosta members to come and join the fun!
This event is being held to bring members from 12 societies in the Great Lakes Region together to enjoy local
gardens, area attractions, a great auction, and, of course, friendship.
When and Where
July 10-12, 2015
The festivities start with a gathering at the Erie County Fairgrounds, Hickory Picnic Shelter, Hamburg, New
York on Friday, the 10th. You may bring a lawn chair or sit at our picnic tables at the shelter, which will open
at 3:00. Our suggestion is to pick up take-out, or bring your own food to grill on site before 6:45 that
afternoon. Grills will be provided. Meet new friends or visit with old acquaintances at the shelter before the
auction. In 'tailgate style,' bringing a card table to the site and selling your garden plants before 7:00 is an
option.
Auction
The GLR auction begins at 7:00 sharp on Friday. The only requirement to participate in the auction is to
donate a plant or garden item, and you receive your bidding number. Our auctioneers will be the renowned
Ran Lydell and Mike Shadrack. Just imagine the treasures that could be yours from this auction!
Gardens
Friday, from 10 AM to 5:30, several nearby gardens will be open for touring. On Saturday and Sunday, July
11 and 12, even more area gardens will be open to everyone! In fact, on both days, the Village of Hamburg
will have open gardens, as well as vendors in the village park. Many of our WNY members will open their
gardens, both in the Southtowns, as well as the Northtowns. As plans develop, our
website, www.wnyhosta.com will have up-to-date information and maps for the weekend. Please indicate to
Mike Shadrack if you would like to have your garden open for this Tailgate 2015 event.
Volunteers Needed
Chair people who already volunteered include: Marie and Bruce Herman, Lynn Chimera, Mike and Kathy
Shadrack, Ran Lydell, Marcia Sully, Diane Giordano, and Mike Sheehan.
If you would like to volunteer to help this team before the event or at the site on July 10th be sure to sign up
at our members' meeting on April 19, contact Marcia Sully msully04@aol.com , or Mike Shadrack
h8staman@aol.com .

Save Friday, July 10th for Tailgate 2015. Remember, this event will replace the July Hosta Tea.
Come join us for fun, friendship, and great gardens, showing our Great Lakes Region visitors our
Western New York hospitality.
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Western New York Hosta Society
Mike Shadrack, President
8399 Zimmerman Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
h8staman@aol.com

We’re on the web
WWW. Wnyhosta.com

Next meeting: April 19th

Spring Meeting
All the pieces for this year’s Fall Hosta Forum are in place. Our advice is 1) SAVE THE DATE AND 2) BOOK YOUR ROOM This
is the finest lineup we’ve ever had, interest is high and we’d really hate to have any of our member miss out.
We have two of the most highly-regarded hosta hybridizers in the US, plus two additional speakers in great demand everywhere.
Plus our Friday night speaker is already arranged. All this and plants, plants, plants.
We hope YOU won’t fall down a rabbit hole and miss this fabulous event.

2015 FALL HOSTA AND GARDEN FORUM
Sponsored by: Daffodil & Hosta Society of Western PA and Western NY Hosta Society

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
What’s behind the mirror…. What’s behind the door?
“It’s curiouser and curiouser”, says Alice

2015 SPEAKERS
Bob Solberg
All activities take place at

Green Hill Hosta Farm
Rob Mortko
Made in the Shade Hostas
Al Pfieffer
Oriental Garden Supply
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Lloyd Traven
Peace Tree Farms
Stephen Piskor
Friday Night

