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November ‘21

Until we meet again

President’s Message
GETTING BACK TO NORMAL

A

s winter, and the promise of falling snow
and plummeting temperature, rushes
towards us, we can perhaps be forgiven for thinking
that we are at last getting back to normal. Despite the
dry spring and the damp fall we have been able to get
out into the yard and begin the fall clear up. At the
time of writing, frost and snow have not yet appeared.
The good advice is that we should not pack our
dormant, potted plants away until there has been a
good frost or two. By then those little varmints that
enjoy a winter feast of hosta crowns will have found
their safe havens and will not be taking up residence
among our pots.

Activities away from the garden have also started up
again. We have had two hosta breakfasts and, whilst
numbers have been a little lower, we have been able
to enjoy the company of our friends. Our monthly
Board meetings have gone back to our familiar
restaurant and we have been able to plan ahead. The
hoop house is dressed in its winter coat and our
inventory of plants is safe and snug, awaiting the
arrival of hundreds of new companions in early spring.
The November meeting, as advertised in this
newsletter, will be back to our normal pattern with a
speaker, beverages and refreshments, and, because it
is November, a short annual meeting, including the
presentation of reports and a budget, and the election
of officers. Just like it always used to be.

The threat of Global warming will likely always be with us too
and although the ultimate effects are creeping along slowly,
there will come a time when they will be irreversible. We are
told that our weather may not get back to ‘normal’. Whist
the effect of Global Warming may mean that the daily and
weekly changes to a weather are mostly small, the recorded
annual changes are more relevant and becoming more
noticeable.
But sudden, short-span effects are with us already. Extreme
weather events; heat waves, large storms, high
temperatures for short, sharp heatwaves and heavy rains
bringing local flooding and mud. These are weather effects
that gardeners can and should prepare for.
We can expect unusual very high temperatures in the
summer. Unusually hot summer nights (lows) have become
more common at an even faster rate. This trend indicates
less “cooling off” at night. Although the United States has
experienced many winters with unusually low temperatures,
unusually cold winter temperatures have become less
common—particularly very cold nights (lows). Recordsetting daily high temperatures have become more common
than record lows.

We know that in warmer climes hostas can often move into
summer dormancy. It is not just the heat but sunshine that
causes this. Here in the northeast we have been able to
plant our hostas in locations that may have mid-day and
afternoon sunshine without any great detrimental effect.
But, with the possibility of higher summer temperatures,
albeit for only short periods, our plants too might suffer
summer dormancy. The advice therefore is to choose even
But will we ever really get back to normal? Maybe
shadier, cooler spots when planting hosta.
not. The effects of the pandemic still seriously linger
and may be around for a long time yet. Folks are still
It might not all be bad news. Many hostas begin to actively
being infected with Covid and herd immunity is still grow again after summer heat dormancy. So, hostas
some way off.
divided in late summer will make new roots quickly. Many

IN THE COUNTRY GARDEN AND GIFTS
HOSTA ORDER

ELECTIONS
Our November meeting is the time of year when we
elect our new Board. All of the officers are re-elected
biennially and are on the slate for 2023. For 2022, we
have three Board members up for re-election

Board Positions
•

Pat Gurney

•

Judy Johnson

•

Kathy Guest Shadrack

President’s message - continued

fast-

growing hostas will make all new foliage before frost and
hold it well into fall. Some may even bloom again.
The West has generally experienced more drought while
the Midwest and Northeast have become wetter.
Increased summer rainfall, even if it comes in intense
short time periods, might not be so bad for hosta growers
either. Here in the north east we typically get about half
the annual rainfall that hostas in their wild habitats
receive. We have always advised members to artificially
water their plants as much as possible. But drainage is
important too. We should not let our plants sit in
waterlogged soil. Even with the slow advance of global
warning we should not plant our hostas in the lowest part
of our yards where water might collect and we ought to
add soil to beds to give them height, or make berms, so
that the excess rainwater will drain better. Three or four
inches higher will make all the difference.
Having done our best for our hostas we should now do
our best for everyone else. Put out that light. Turn off
that tap. Don’t buy that plastic. Don’t stay at home
using fuel, come and join the herd at the November
meeting.

Mike Shadrack - President
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We have gotten a truckload of In the Country Gardens and Gifts
(ITCGG) orders in already... our first year with this new vendor. As
most of you are aware, the owner of Naylor Creek, Gary
Lindheimer, passed away suddenly earlier this year. We did our
best to find a new vendor who would offer the same terms that
Naylor Creek did, and have a good selection of hostas. We are
confident we have done that and we are thrilled at this new
collaboration. Many people have already placed orders and I am
sending updates to Josh Spece (the owner) daily in order to keep
our place in line for hostas in short supply. This is one of our
major "Benefits of Membership" each year. For this first year’s trial,
we will STILL ENJOY A 15% discount, plus free shipping, of
course. We will then evaluate how it mutually worked out.
For the new people, ITCGG is a small hosta nursery in Iowa and is
one of the main importers of new hostas from popular hybridizers all
over the world. They work closely with Marco Fransen of Holland
and as a result, they offer new hostas out of Holland and
Belgium. It is not a big company, but a few people who work very
hard....as a result, the hostas are often in limited supply. By
ordering as a group, we get a preferred discount and there are no
shipping charges. The hostas will all be sent here - we sort them
into orders and either bring them to the April meeting, or make other
arrangements (generally a pick up on a chosen weekend). We are
billed when the order is finalized. When we are billed, we will bill
you. You must pay promptly.
For the past two years, due to the pandemic, we asked people to
pick up .... and at the same time, we offered a special deal on
soiless potting medium. We hope to do the same in 2022
ANYWAY.... thank you to the people who have already ordered
(some have already ADDED to their orders!) ... and we encourage
the rest of you to go through the catalog here:
<https://www.inthecountrygardenandgifts.com/> Josh warns us that
some hostas are in short supply - we pass that message to you.
You snooze, you lose.
In better times, we have been able to bring printed catalogs to a
meeting or a breakfast, but this is simply not possible this year. If
you do not have a computer, maybe a friend can help you.
So, get your orders in if you have not already. We are closing
orders on Wednesday, December 1st. You will be billed shortly
thereafter.
Don’t be one of those sad people on the sidelines in April watching
everyone else get COOL NEW PLANTS.
Any questions, please contact us (Mike and Kathy Shadrack) at
Irisborer@aol.com or 716-941-6167.

Hosta of the Year for 2022 is
‘ISLAND BREEZE’
Every year the AGHA, the American Hosta Growers
Association, votes on next year’s Hosta of the Year.
According to the AGHA, these “award winners are hostas that
are good garden plants in all regions of the country, are
widely available in sufficient supply, and retail for about
$20.00 in the year of selection.” For 2022 the Hosta of the
Year will be ‘Island Breeze.’

[S-M] This sport of 'Paradise Island' will bring a tropical
splash of color to your garden! Better leaf substance, a more
vigorous growth rate, and more striking colors all improve
upon its parent. The lightly puckered leaves emerge in the
spring brilliant yellow, before toning down to chartreuse in the
heat of summer. A wide, deep green margin contrasts nicely
all season long. Deep red petioles soak color into the base of
each leaf. Hosta 'Island Breeze' forms a colorful mound about
12" tall and 20" across that blooms in mid summer with purple
flowers held on dark red scapes. PPAF27151

2022 HOSTA CALENDAR
The NEW hosta calendar is printed and is absolutely
GAWJUS. The calendar is a compilation of winning photos
by WNY Hosta Society members, skillfully put together by
Dave Whittemore. We still sell them for $10 and we have
already sold more than half of our supply. They make great
gifts (for YOU). Available at the meeting on the 14th.
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PRELIMINARY 2022 CALENDAR*
All dates are tentative and subject to prevailing mandates
Saturday, Jan 8

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview
(adjusted for New Year’s Day)

Saturday, Feb 5

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview

Sunday, Feb 13

General Meeting - E. Aurora Senior Ctr.

Saturday, March 5

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview

March 19

Hosta College - Virtual

Saturday, April 2

Hosta Breakfast - FINAL

Sunday, April 24

Members’ Meeting - E. Aurora Senior Ctr.

Saturday, May 21

Hoop House - Season Opener

Saturday, June 3

Twilight Wine & Whirlaway - Murray’s
Hosta Farm, Orchard Park, NY

June 8 thru 11

AHS Hosta Convention, Minneapolis, MN

June 18

Hosta Tea: Connie Krueger

June 25 & 26

Garden Art Sale & Plant Society Ave.
Botanical Gardens

Saturday, July 9

Hosta Tea - Hidden Garden of Eden,
Marcia Sully

Saturday, August 6

Hosta Tea - Whit’s End - Twilight Tea

Saturday, August 13

Public Hosta Sale

Saturday, August 20

Lobstah Classic - S. Portland, ME

Sunday, August 28

Hosta Picnic: Eagle Bay Hostas

Saturday, September 17

Fall Hosta Forum, Edinboro, PA
Superheroes

Saturday, October 1

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview, Depew

Saturday, November 5

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview, Depew

Sunday, November 13

Hosta Annual Meeting
East Aurora Senior Center

Saturday, Dec. 3

Hosta Breakfast - Forestview

And don’t forget OPEN GARDENS,
the BUFFALO GARDEN WALK
and all the other green activities that occur
during our too short season…
we’ll try to keep you up to date
(especially with e-mail blasts)

Hoop House Ends Second Year in New Site

Fourteen plants either failed to thrive or were not true to type
and have been removed from the census. We have ordered
I am honored to serve as your VP and continue to feel 250 plants from Marco Fransen, to be distributed by Mason
blessed that the hoop house is on my property. COVID has Hallow next spring.
continued to place some restrictions on our lives, but we
were able to have several work parties this year for potting As many of you know, my horse clipped my shoulder from
and weeding. We started this year with 885 plants with a behind at a full gallop and tossed me to the ground. I spent
value of $10,287. We ordered 260 and received 258 plants most of this summer dealing with a broken wing. I am very
from Naylor Creek which were potted. We bought eight thankful to all of those who pitched in to help at the hoop house
starter plants of Rainbow’s End and were sent 8 additional this summer. I was frustrated that I could not lift a bale of hay
Patriot plants for free. I dug up and added five Split Milk or a tray of hostas until the end of the summer. My husband,
and twelve Thumb Nail plants.
Eric, was truly my right-hand man this summer, hooking up the
hose for watering, as well and replacing labels, mowing around
We bought new 6” labels from AM Leonard that were the hoop house, and dumping buckets of weeds.
thicker than our previous labels in five colors. The previous
labels have become brittle over time. We ordered 200 one Needed items for next year include replacing the west and east
gallon and 300 half-gallon containers for upsizing our doors, as they are falling apart. The Board will continue to
existing plants. We repotted every plant in the hoop house, determine the need for a storage shed next to the hoop house.
loosening old potting mix and replacing with new potting
mix. Potting new and repotting existing plants utilized 3.5 By Sue Sickels
bales of potting soil.
The plants were treated twice with snail bait on the first of
April and May. The plants were fertilized with 10-10-10 on
the first of April and May, with the application of Miracle Gro
the beginning of June. Weeding and watering was done as
needed. We had a member sale of hostas on May 15,
selling 190 hostas. We gave away 42 unlabeled plants,
Elegans, Blue Angel and Royal Standard plants that were
pot bound and needed new homes.
We had a public sale at the Botanical Gardens on August
28, selling 309 plants. There were fewer buyers in 2021
than 2019, possibly due to the increased incidence of the
delta variant of COVID. Due to the late date of the sale,
many of the plants were past their prime. The Board has
looked at these results and is working to change the date of
the sale to early August in 2022.
After the August sale I was able to replace all the old labels
with the taller and stronger new labels. I repotted 130
plants that needed larger pots for growth next spring. The
new tables improve our ability to weed and care for the
plants. We closed the hoop house by applying the white
winter cover on October 15. I will continue to remove dead
leaves from the plants as they shut down for the season.
The remaining 621 plants have a sales value of $7,461.
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Weather influences what clothes you wear
on a given day,
while the climate where you live influences
the entire wardrobe you buy.

The next meeting
of the WNY Hosta Society is the
FALL MEMBERS’ MEETING &
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, November 14th - 1:30 to 4:30
East Aurora Senior Center
101 King Street @ Oakwood - East Aurora 14052
(Route 400 to Maple exit, right. Maple to the end, left onto Main, then second right - S.
Grove...past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left on Oakwood. Senor Center will be
on your right next to the fire hall. Park behind, NOT IN PLAZA)

Doors open at 1:30
(come and socialize)

Program commences at 2 pm

PROGRAM
The Hosta Industry…
a Little Bit of “Paradise”
Marco Fransen
Fransen Hostas - Ter Aar, Netherlands
MEETING
Welcome
Annual Meeting & Elections
2022 Calendar of Events
Open Garden Book Prize Draw

Plus
Refreshments
Door prizes
Hosta bux
And the usual fun and frivolity

Hospitality
We need YOU to help
with hospitality for this meeting.

Please contact
Judy Johnson
716-649-2764
wjohnson21088@verizon.net

If you can bring something
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Our Speaker
Marco Fransen
A short history
The nursery was started in the early sixties by
Marco’s father, Willem Fransen, who grew cut
flowers for the flower auction in Aalsmeer. He
grew many different chrysanthemum, tulips and
carnations until around 1980 when he started
adding more and more perennials. By growing
astilbe and peonies, it was possible to cut the
flowers and sell the plants. Soon, the first
Hostas appeared in the nursery and were
grown mainly for exportation to the US.
Serious Hosta collecting began in the late eighties during Marco’s
landscape design studies in Boskoop. The goal was to collect all Hostas
in existence (not realizing there were so many). To this day we have not
been able to collect them all and it is no longer a goal. It was also at that
school where Marco met Joyce who was also studying landscape
design. Joyce was not immediately impressed by Hostas but Marco’s
fanatic collecting finally convinced her.
When Marco completed his studies he joined his father in the nursery
business and the number of Hosta varieties they were growing increased
dramatically. In the early nineties there were not many retail Hosta
nurseries in Europe. They found a few good sources in England and
Germany to get new Hostas and after their first visit to Ann and Roger
Bowden in Devon they really wanted a specialized Hosta nursery that
also sells retail.
The first Hosta they discovered was a variegated sport of Hosta
‘Halcyon’ and by combining the name of the road they live on, the
Paradijsweg, and Joyce’s name, we called it Hosta ‘Paradise Joyce’.
This was back in 1992 but even after many other introductions they still
consider this one of our best. We do not see ourselves as hybridizers but
working with a small staff allows us to select plants that behave
differently and many have proven to be worthwhile introductions. Over
the years a series of ‘Paradise’ Hostas have been developed
In 1995 Marco and Joyce visited the US for the first time and toured
many of the well-known Hosta growers. In 1996 we went to our first
American Hosta Society Convention that was held in Portland, Oregon.
There, they met Jack and Gary of Naylor Creek Nursery and became
good friends. They started to offer most of our plants and other European
Hostas in the U.S. and made it possible for us to offer the newest and
rarest Hostas from the U.S. in Europe. That relationship continued until
the death of Gary earlier this year.
In 2002 Marco and Joyce took over the nursery from Marco’s father,
Willem, who is still active at the nursery and the many plant sales they
do. Through the combination of plant sales and our website, Fransen
Hostas has been able to reach many people in Europe and it has made it
possible to increase the number of Hosta varieties they grow and also
the number of customers they serve in Europe and in the US.

Remember - finger foods only (nothing requiring spoon or fork),
and remember to label your containers!

WHICH ONE?
By Carol Abendschein
Every year when my garden is open for people to
tour I receive the question “which is your favorite
Hosta? “ I have to admit I am at a loss to answer.
With over 450 to choose from I just can't answer.
I hem and haw and start to refer to the ones that the
visitors seem to like.

H. 'Gunther's Prize' is always a favorite. Does it
matter if it is rare or expensive? No. Is it the one that
offers such fragrant flowers like H. 'Cathedral
Windows'? Maybe. Does it matter if it is registered? I
hope not since there are so many wonderful
varieties that have never been registered. How
about the ones that can take sun? Or those with
profuse flowers. Or the ones that multiply and grow
to be huge.

Hoop House News
Our Members’ Only Hosta Sale at the Hoop House not only provided
the membership will good, well-grow reasonably priced hostas and
increased the funds in our treasury, it also cleared some space in what
was rapidly becoming a very over-crowded growing space. Fear not,
we have ordered a large number of hosta from Marco through Mason
Hollow!
The white plastic cover is in place and the hostas are fast going
dormant. There will again be working parties next year and we plan
on having our Hoop House Opening and Members’ Only Plant sale as
usual next spring.

In fact, depending on the stage of COVID-19
restrictions, we may add an additional sale - after our
public sale - to keep everyone engaged and our
inventory under control.
We’d love to get back to SOP (standard operating
procedure), but if that’s impossible, we will try to be
nimble!

I have had people that prefer the ones with the
The Open Garden Book Prize Draw
unusual names. Then people ask which one is that.
So now that my memory isn't what it was I have to
dig for the tag or carry my garden notebook with me. The November meeting is traditionally the time for the Open
Garden Book prize draw. Our Open Garden Book is published
Oh yeah that is it's name! OK which was your first
each year in April. It contains descriptions of members’ gardens
Hosta?
that are open to view by other members (the book includes iris and
daylily gardens too). For privacy reasons, addresses are not
Well that is the best question. I do believe it is the
one by my front stair. The one with a lot of history.
published and intending visitors need to contact the garden owner
The one that people don't like because it needs
by telephone or email to arrange a visit.
shade. Well she sure has been happy here since
1998. It's H. 'Francis Williams'
Most members who visit a listed garden take the book with them
and get the garden owner to sign it. This is because at the
November meeting, each signature gets a free draw ticket and
(insert your own glowing adjective here) prizes can be won. Mike
Sheehan is again in charge and if you present your duly-signed
book to him, he will give you a ticket for each garden owner’s
signature you acquired.

So, remember to bring
your 2021 Open
Garden Book with you
on Sunday!.
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Selecting New Plants
for the Hoop House
If I asked each of you to pick the ten best growing hostas in your garden,
as well as the ten hostas you most wanted to add to your garden, it is likely
that I would receive a unique list of plants from each of you. When we get
a list of 487 starter plants from Marco Fransen, how do we select a list of
25 plants to introduce to our hoop house each year?
We are looking for new plants that grow vigorously and look great in
August when our public sale occurs. Plants with spring interest, like
Fortunei Albopicta, sell well in May but lack any special characteristics to
sell in August. We listen to what our club members and other shoppers
request and add those plants to our hoop house the next year. One year
people ask for solid yellow plants and the next year the request is for
plants with red petioles. We are lucky when we can combine a yellow
plant with red petioles to satisfy both requests in Tickle Me Pink.
Flowers are part of hosta selection in my own garden but are less
important when selecting plants for the hoop house. Miracle Lemony has
small, light yellow, adorable flowers, but are on top of a rather average
plant. Rarely does a plant flower on the week we have a sale, so unique
flowers are not enough to make the list of plants we sell each year.
Some plants, like Road Rage, take years to develop their characteristically
intensely puckered leaves. Since this unique plant has limited appeal to
buyers and takes years to develop, we are not likely to carry this hosta at
the hoop house. Blue leaved plants with good vigor and variegation, like
Hudson Bay, may not be new, but sell well in May and August. Although I
try not to repeat cultivars, Guardian Angel always has an audience.
When it is all said and done, we do our best to find new, vigorous plants
that captivate our interest on first sight. We try to keep a balance of
different sizes and colors in the hoop house, but no matter how much data
is collected to help us make decisions, personal preference plays a big
part in our decisions. Your input is essential. - Susan Sickels

WNYHS Annual Meeting 2021
Our Constitution requires that we have an
Annual Meeting each year.
We need to
receive and approve committee reports,
receive a financial statement, declare a
budget for next year and elect the slate of
board members approved by the current
Board. No quorum is required in conducting
this business.
We also have an obligation to keep our
membership informed on the state of the
Society.
On Sunday November 14th, we will hold our
Annual Meeting, followed by our regular
Membership meeting.
The committee reports, financial statement,
proposed budget and the slate of board
members to be elected will be circulated for
prior reading. (Members who would like to
comment on these reports can do so by email
to H8staman@aol.com before November
13th. These comments will be aired).
Minutes will be taken and the reports and the
slate presented voted upon. It is intended
that the meeting will only last five minutes.

Stalwart helpers got the cover onto the hoop house
last month and, for their efforts, received HOSTA
BUX (which they are waving for posterity). We do
have regular calls for help with the hoop house during the season (tending to the plants, taking the cover off and putting it on, and so on….) so you TOO
could earn BUX and get your photo taken
In this case they were - left to right
Back: Fred Packer, Sue Sickels, Dave Whittemore,
Vicki Carr, Keith Johnson
Front: Karen Hazen, Pat Gurney, Sally Johnson,
Linnda Garwol and Fran Stoeffel
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Western New York Hosta Society
Mike Shadrack, President
8399 Zimmerman Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
h8staman@aol.com

We’re on the web
WWW. Wnyhosta.com
Next meeting: Sunday, November 14
Annual Meeting

All the pieces for NEXT year’s Fall Hosta Forum are falling into place. ….
We have two very highly-regarded hosta personalities, plus two amazing non-hosta speakers in great demand
everywhere. Plus our Friday night has evolved and increased into an event in itself, with a light presentation, vendor
shopping and theme-related “dress up” for those so inclined - plus “hosta-tality”…

2022 FALL HOSTA AND GARDEN FORUM
Sponsored by: Daffodil & Hosta Society of Western PA and Western NY Hosta Society

SUPERHEROES!
CONFIRMED SPEAKERS
David Teager - Hosta Basics
Tammy Borden - Garden Design with Hostas
Paul Zammit - TBA, but it will be fun
SPEAKER #4 - TBA
As soon as we have all the moving parts in place,
We will announce the details
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