
1 

Until we meet again 

Hosta la Vista 

there is no snow cover.   They 
may not be able to hide under 
snow but they can often find 
other stuff to eat and might 
just leave the plants alone.    
Of course deer will always be 
tempted and spraying in mid 
winter might seems strange 
but is likely to be necessary. 
 
So, what is spring likely to 
bring us this year?  I suggest 
smaller plants but just maybe 
better flowers.   Plants that 
are stressed understand the 
need to procreate and often 
put a lot of their energy into 
flowering.  Even the various 
groundhogs around the 
country cannot agree on what 
kind of spring we will get - and 
they only have two choices.  I 
suspect we wont know what 
we are getting until it arrives 
and then we will just have to 
put up with it. 
 
But give me our unpredictable 
weather every time.  Imagine 
how awful it would be to wake 
up every morning to the same 
cloudless blue sky, soaring 
temperatures and high 
humidity.  
 

Mike 

T ry as I might, it is very 

difficult to stop 
talking about the 

weather.   It has such an 
effect on our lives and 
especially our gardens.   
At the time of writing we 
have not had much of a 
winter.  We all remember 
last year.  All that snow.  This 
winter has been so much 
kinder with some very warm 
days and very little snow. 
 
But, for those of us who grow 
perennials a mild winter is not 
necessarily a good thing.  The 
heavy snow last winter that 
hung around forever, is actually 
exactly the warm blanket that 
our plants like to sleep below.   
The soil stays at an even 
temperature and the light levels 
remain constant.    Our plants 
appreciate that.   
 
Remember how large our 
hostas grew last year.  
“Minnesota Hostas”.  That was 
because the winter conditions 
were well nigh perfect. 
 
This spring we can expect 
things to be a little different.    
The frequent temperature 
changes mean that the plants 
get confused.  It spring here 
already?  Do I need to send up 
some leaves?   It looks pretty 
bright out there.  Should I start 
growth?      Yes, time to get 

moving.  Hey no, its 
below twenty again and 
snowing.  Guess I had 
better go back to sleep.   
When that round of 
temperature and light 
changes occur several 
times during the dormant 
period the plant does not 
conserve all the energy 

that it is trying to store and 
when spring eventually 
arrives it does not wake up as 
refreshed as it should. 
 
Lack of a constant snow 
cover can cause other 
problems.  Newly planted 
hostas, especially the little 
ones, and other perennials 
that may not have established 
good root systems can be 
pulled out of the ground by  a 
cycle of warm days and 
heavy frosts.    They are 
seldom pulled right out of the 
soil but the roots can easily 
be exposed and badly 
damaged by another frost.   
This is why we suggest that 
ideally hostas should be 
planted at least eight weeks 
before the first frost is 
expected and given a few 
inches of mulch to protect 
them.   A good snow cover 
with do that for us. 
 
The little vermin who like to 
eat our plants also have a 
much easier time when  
temperatures are up and 
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Hosta Teas 
 
 

Following our successful winter ‘Hosta 
Breakfasts’ we are continuing with ‘Hosta 

Teas’ to help us through the summer 
 

We are looking for members who will enjoy hosting a “tea” 
on the following dates:  June 4th, July 2nd and September 

3rd.  It’s not difficult.  
 

Each garden is usually open for four hours between 1pm and 
5pm.  Members are encouraged to visit during the afternoon but 
not for the entire four hours.  Just drop in and take a look around.   
Light refreshments are usually available throughout and when 

possible somewhere to sit and gossip is provided. 
 
We invite our members via flyer, newsletter and send reminder by 
HOSTA FLASH.  It’s just a nice bit of socializing between 

meetings… and a great chance to nose around a garden! 
 
 

HOSTA FINDERS HAVE 

ARRIVED! 
 

The 2016 Hosta Finders have 
been delivered and those who 
pre-ordered them can collect 
them at the February members’ 
meeting.   
 
The discounted cost is $14.50 each and a check 
(to WNYHS) or the correct cash would be 
appreciated.   

HOSTA COLLEGEHOSTA COLLEGEHOSTA COLLEGE   

   

Each year during March, the Great Lakes Region (GLR) of the 
American Hosta Society hosts a gathering of approximately 
500 enthusiastic gardeners from the Great Lakes, Midwest and 
other parts of the US, Canada, and even Europe. This 
gathering is called Hosta College, and it takes place at Upper 

Valley Career Center in Piqua, Ohio. 

Hosta College begins on Friday night with several different 
activities from which participants can choose. The vending 
area offers a large selection of plants (even though it may be 
snowing outside!), garden accessories, tools, and other 
garden-related merchandise for shoppers. The Bookstore 
features gardening books at fantastic discounts, stationery, 
society clothing items, and other Hosta College souvenirs. The 
auditorium and other areas provide slide presentations, talks 
by gardening experts, and opportunities to socialize with new 
and old friends from Hosta College. An auction of rare and 
unusual plants will be held on Friday evening. On Saturday, 
following a brief period for shopping in the Vending or 
Bookstore, classes begin at 8 a.m. Students attend 5 classes 
they have chosen from a program of over 70 classes taught by 
a faculty of approximately 50 volunteers. Mid-day each student 
has lunch from a delicious buffet included in the registration 
fee. At the end of the day students take a brief break and then 
return for a banquet and talk that concludes the Hosta College 

experience. 

For a listing of activities at Hosta College, click the 
Announcements link on the website.  A list of the Auction 

Plants is also available on the Announcements Page. 

Those desiring to attend must first register with the website.  
You may register at any time.  Registration for classes begins 
on 2/6/16 at 6 am.  Some classes fill up quickly so don’t delay.           

http://ihostohio.org/ortal/glhc/ 

Dates for the 2016 Hosta College 
March 18 & 19, 2016 

Any questions or problems, please call Kay Anderson, 

Registrar at  1-616-796-8510 

Hotels are on your own and the choicest will fill up, so again, 
don’t delay, but grab a coffee and just sit down in front of that 

computer and get ‘er done. 

Membership Secretary news 
 
Dianne Giordano has officially taken on the duties of   
'Membership Secretary'  Dues notices are now being sent on a 
quarterly basis, and Dianne will receive all new membership 
applications as well as collect subscriptions from all those 
renewing their memberships . 
 
Subscriptions to the Western New York Hosta Society are 
$10.00 on joining and $5.00 for each year thereafter.  The best 
deal north of the Mason Dixie line in our opinion. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?safe=active&biw=1045&bih=508&tbm=isch&tbnid=pGZNPeGDRe9MNM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcrc8.com%2F2013%2F09%2F19%2Fhear-ye-hear-ye-hear-ye-can-you-help-us%2F&docid=2YZCCt0GYiAlqM&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcrc8.com%2Fwp-content%2
http://ihostohio.org/portal/glhc/college.asp
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.  The next meeting  

of the WNY Hosta Society (this year) is the 

Valentine’ s Day 
Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 14th—1:00-4:30 

East Aurora Senior Center 
101 King Street - East Aurora 14052 

 

(Route 400 to Maple exit—right.  Maple to the end, left onto Main, then 

second right—S. Grove—past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left 

on Oakwood.  Senior Center will be on your right next to the fire hall…. 

Park behind—NOT IN PLAZA). 

 
 

                  Doors open at 1:00  

Program commences at  2 pm 
 

 
 

MAKING A NEW HOSTAMAKING A NEW HOSTA  
Jackie Adams & Mike ShadrackJackie Adams & Mike ShadrackJackie Adams & Mike Shadrack   

   

BBB---MOVIEMOVIEMOVIE   

Sex  
in the Hosta Garden 

 
PLUS 

 

Short business meeting  

& review of 2016 calendar 

 

 PLUS 

Refreshments door prizes,   
and the usual fun and frivolity 

 

Be there  
or Be Square 

Subject to addition and change, of course…. 

 
 

Sunday February 14h   Members’ Meeting,  

    East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, March 5th   Hosta Breakfast—10 am 

    Forestview, Depew 
 

Saturday March 18 &  19  Hosta College, Piqua, Ohio 
 

Thurs, March 31 to Sun April 3  Plantasia 

    Hamburg Fairgrounds 
 

Saturday, April 2   Final winter Hosta Breakfast 
 

Sunday April 24th   Members’ Meeting, and  

    Naylor Creek hosta  pick-up 

    East Aurora Senior Center 
 

Saturday, May 14th   Hoop House - Season Opener 
 

Saturday, June 4th   Hosta Tea - TBA 
  

June 11th & 12th   Hosta Show - Botanical Gardens  

 

June 16-19   Hosta Convention - St. Louis 
 

June 25 & 26   Garden Art Sale & Plant Society Ave 

    Botanical Gardens 

 

July 2    Hosta Tea - TBA 
 

Fri-Sun, July 8th - 10th  HOSTA TAILGATE  - Ohio  
 

August 7th    Members’  Picnic 

    Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 
 

Saturday August 20th   Public Hosta Sale -  

    Botanical Gardens 

 

September 3rd (tent)   Hosta Tea (TBA) 
     

Saturday September 17th  Fall Hosta Forum,  

    AMERICAN BANDSTAND 
    Edinboro, PA  
 

 

Sunday November 11th   Members’ Meeting,  

    East Aurora Senior Center 

 

Additional plans are in the works -  

your suggestions always welcome. 

 

We have always opened our doors for our meetings half an hour before the meeting proper starts to that we can all chat with each other, gossip 
about those unable to attend and complain about the weather.  This has proved very popular and we have been asked to extend the opportunity 
to socialize even further.     
 

So, on Sunday February 14th doors will open at 1pm and the meeting will begin promptly at 2pm. 
 
Of course members do not have to get there at 1pm but if you want to you may.   The coffee will be on, but it may not be ready.  See you there. 

javascript:void(0)
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Save the Weekend!!  
June 25th & 26th 

 
 

For several years now the Society has been involved 
with the Plant Society Avenue that is held in 
conjunction with the Garden Art Sale the last 
weekend in June.  The Avenue consists of booths 
manned by the more active of the groups, clubs and 
Societies that promote plants, flowers and gardens in 
the Region. 
 

Typically we set up our booth, show the visiting public 
some well-grown hostas, chat about their diversity 
and how easy they are to grow and encourage 

members of the public who 
show an interest to become 
members.  We cover our costs 
by selling a few hostas out of 
the hoop house. 
 

This year both the Plant Society 
Avenue and the Garden Art 
Sale will be bigger than ever, 
last two days and be at a 
wonderful new location. 

 

The Sale will now be held on both days of the last 
weekend in  June.  It will be held on the green in front 
of the Buffalo and Eire County Botanical Gardens, 
perhaps the best backdrop in the entire region.  We 
hope to encourage even more vendors to bring their 
garden related wares from near and far. 
 

There will certainly be more plant societies this year.   
There are at least four societies that are 
headquartered at the Botanical Gardens and most if 
not all of them will be joining us.  Together with the 
Eire County Master Gardeners and the Botanical 
Gardens themselves we will have a wonderful display 
in June. 
 

If that were not enough, to continue the theme of 
Gardens Buffalo Niagara – putting gardens first (the 
newest name for the Garden Festival) which this year 
is education, we are going to invite the various plant 
societies and the 
Master Gardeners 
to give short talks 
about  their 
favorite plants to 
an enthralled 
public throughout 
both days. 
 
 

FEBRUARY MEETING 
 

We need the following for the February meeting: 

Sweets for the Sweet 
 

Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments - 

We like to keep the coffee and soda available at our meetings 
along with cookies and more.  If you are able to bring some-

thing along to add to the hostatality table please call  
Dianne Giordano - 716-225-5991 

Or deg888@verizon.net 
YOU…. 

Make sure you come—and bring a friend! 

The WNYHS 2017  
Wall Calendar 

 
The Board is always keen to try a new venture and this 
year we are hoping to put together a wall calendar for 
2017.     It is intended that it will be quite large and each 
month will have an original large format color picture. 
 
Originally, we were going to have a hosta-related 
picture that was connected in some way to each of the 
twelve months; snow in the winter, hostas going 
dormant in the fall, but more recently we decided to 
have pictures of hostas and hosta gardens throughout 
the year to keep us cheerful when our plants are 
dormant. 
 
We want this calendar to be available for sale at the 
Fall Hosta Forum in September and at our November 
meeting.   It will make an ideal Christmas gift for friends 
and family not yet convinced that the Hosta is the 
greatest of all plants and will brighten any member's 
home. 

 

So, we need your photographs.    
 
 
We need to select at least 13.  
They need to be high resolution, 
in landscape format and 
submitted to the Board by July 1st.   
We will send reminders during the 
spring and early summer and if 
you have any questions about the 
resolution required we will be 
ready to answer them. 
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The Hosta of the Year 

 
 

Each year, the American Hosta Growers 
Association (a trade organization of growers 
specializing in hostas) selects the best of the 
best and honors one variety as “Hosta of the 
Year”.  These hostas special selections are 
acknowledged for being unique, easy to grow 
and loved by many.  They can also be 
confidently recommended as a good choice for 
collectors, beginning hosta growers and 
seasoned hostaphiles alike. 
 
The 2016 Hosta of the Year (HOTY) is ‘Curly 
Fries’ (Solberg ‘08).  This is a small gold mini - 
small (5” h x 16” w) mounding hosta with 
highly ruffled narrow leaves.  Quite vigorous.  
Scape is deep purple and it will bloom lavender 
in mid to late 
summer.  Mounding 
habit.  (parents are 
‘ P i n e a p p l e 
Upsidedown Cake’ x 
unknown). 
 
Quite happy in a 
rockery, a pot or in 
the garden…a very 
versatile and forgiving 
plant that will electrify 
whichever area you 
choose to place it.   

OPEN GARDEN BOOK 
 

By now, most members would have had a phone call about the Open 

Gardens and their entry in our Open Garden Book.  If you have NOT 

been contacted, and wish to participate PLEASE LET US KNOW.  If 

you have an entry in our Open Garden Book that you would like 

altered, or if you have a garden that you would like included in the 

book this year and you did not get a call, please contact Mike 

Shadrack at the meeting or call (716) 941-6167.  Thank you for your 

patience! 

Announcing!  
 

We now have  

EXTRA-large  

gloves for sale  

CURLY FRIES 

20 YEARS OF  

HOSTAS OF THE YEAR 

2017 TO1997 
 

 1997 PATRIOT 

 1998 FRAGRANT BOUQUET 

 1999 PAUL’S GLORY 

 2000 SAGAE 

 2001 JUNE 

 2002 GUACAMOLE 

 2003 REGAL SPLENDOR 

 2004 SUM AND SUBSTANCE 

 2005 STRIPTEASE 

 2006 STAINED GLASS 

 2007 PARADIGM 

 2008 BLUE MOUSE EARS 

 2009 EARTH ANGEL 

 2010 FIRST FROST 

 2011 PRAYING HANDS 

 2012 LIBERTY 

 2013 RAINFOREST SUNRISE 

 2014 ABIQUA DRINKING GOURD 

 2015 VICTORY 

 2016  CURLY FRIES 

 2017 BROTHER STEFAN 
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Avoiding Spring 

Frost Damage 
by Ray Rodgers 

The anticipation and 
excitement of early spring - 
Spring is a joyous time for 

gardeners, a time of great anticipation as we start wandering around our 
gardens looking for signs of new beginnings. Such excitement must be 
tempered with the realization that freezing temperatures are always a 
possibility until approx. mid-May in Central Illinois. The average last frost 
date for Peoria is May 8. Every year, I hope spring will come in gracefully, 
without the major temperature swings we have come to expect. 

Unfortunately, this rarely has happened.  

Last year was a prime example. After efforts to protect my rapidly 
unfurling hosta leaves on a couple of occasions, I thought those days 
were once again behind us when we reached the month of May, only to 
be surprised by an unexpected (to me) frost, that damaged gardens 

throughout the area on the night of May 2 / May 3. 

Every spring, I give credit to H. ‘On Stage’ as being the smartest hosta in 
my garden: as it is the last hosta to emerge from winter dormancy, making 

it much less susceptible to frost damage. 

When hostas should be protected - It is important to realize that hostas, 
even completely leafed out, can withstand temperatures below freezing 
(32° F). I have repeatedly read that hostas can handle temperatures down 

to 28° F for short times with minimal or no damage.  

During winter, if I find exposed hosta buds, I scrape a little mulch or soil 
mix from the surrounding area over them for protection. In very early 
spring, if shoots are starting to emerge, I often cover them in the same 
manner, in an attempt to slow their progress and provide additional 

protection. 

If shoots are a few inches or more tall, yet leaves have not started to 
unfurl or are still in the early stages, and temperatures below 30° F are 
forecasted, I suggest providing additional protection via a choice of mulch 
or dried leaves piled around and over the emerging shoots. Alternatively, 

one of the protective methods described below can be utilized.  

The more leafed-out hostas are, the more susceptible they are to frost 
damage. In these cases, covering via one of the methods described below 

is the best alternative.  

One must consider the uniqueness of their gardens and plant placements 
when determining whether to protect or not. Of course, part of the 
decision process is how much trust one has in the accuracy of the 

forecast. Isn’t that a scary thought! 

Plant protection - If one decides to protect, there are many options. 
Basically almost anything that can cover a hosta will help. It is important 
not to let the leaves touch the covering material as they are more likely to 
sustain freeze damage at that contact, if the temperature gets low 

enough. 

There are many methods for protecting your plants via covering. Materials 

include: 

- Plastic pots (crumpled newspaper covering drainage holes improves 

protection) 

- Newspapers 

- Cardboard boxes 

- Frost Cloth* (fabric material 
available through nursery supply 
companies. Search the Internet for 

options.) 

- Bed sheets* 

- Bath towels* 

- Light blankets* 

- Burlap* 

- Garbage cans 

- Bushel baskets 

- Wheelbarrows turned upside down 

* Need to be propped up and anchored down. I try to keep a 
buddle of sticks or stakes around for props. I have also used 
covered sawhorses over larger hostas. Bricks and rocks are 
good anchors and also work well to hold down plastic pots 

during windy conditions. 

Polyethylene film or similar materials, including plastic bags, should 
be avoided as condensation buildup on the inside can increase the 
likelihood of damage to hosta leaves. These materials are also a 

danger once the sun comes out. 

Another method is to keep a continuous spray of water on plants 
when the temperature is below 28° F, as water is warmer than the 

air.  

The morning after - After all the chosen plants are protected from 
the impending freezing temperature (usually during the night), one 
must address the uncovering task the following morning. Keeping the 
plants covered until the temperature climbs back above freezing is 
the best option. But, if one has to go to work, family or neighbors may 
have to be called upon for help. If the forecast calls for temperatures 

to remain in the danger zone, keep the plants covered.  

How cold is too cold - This somewhat depends on the number of 
hostas one has to protect. If hostas are completely leafed out and the 
temperature dips into the low 20°s F, protective measures may 
reduce the severity, but it is unlikely that they will prevent freeze 

damage.   

What should be done to frost damaged hostas - If hostas are hit 
by damaging frosts it is best to cut off and discard the most 
significantly damaged leaf tissue (sanitizing the cutting tool between 
plants), keeping as many of the undamaged leaves and petioles as 
possible to allow the continuation of the plant’s food making process. 
At some point, if enough leaves are removed, hostas will force a 
second flush of leaves from smaller and previously dormant buds. 

This flush will likely produce smaller leaves.  

Even worse than hosta leaves turning to mush, is the possibility of 
the crown being damaged, which if not attended to, typically allows 
rot to set in. The crown of the hosta is the base where the roots and 
shoots join. Crown rot can happen in early spring when water stands 
around the crown or by the plant freezing after it breaks dormancy. If 
hostas sustain significant leaf damage, be sure to check the crown 

for soft areas. If discovered, this tissue should be removed back to  

Next page 
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HOSTA SHOW 

JUNE 11 – 12, 2016 

Buffalo and Erie Botanical Gardens 

 
We are planning a spectacular Hosta Show to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the WNYHS! For 
those of you who have not experienced a Hosta Show,  
it is an American Hosta Society (AHS) accredited event 
consisting of displays of single hosta leaves in vases, 
container hosta plants and hosta themed trough 
gardens. 
 

The exhibits are arranged by established categories 
including size, color, variegation, etc. and judged by 
AHS accredited judges according to established 
standards. If you are interested in more specific details, 
please refer to the member’s only section of the AHS 
website where you will find the complete Handbook for 
Hosta Shows and Judging… 
 
I would encourage everyone including newbies to enter 
an exhibit. It is a great way to make new hosta friends 
and learn more about this wonderful species.  

 

This year’s FALL HOSTA FORUM is coming together very 

nicely! 
 
As you know, the FHF is a one-day symposium co-sponsored 
by the WNY Hosta Society and the Daffodil and Hosta Society 
of Western PA.  We are in our 19th year and each year it gets 

a little bit better.  
 
The formula for the Forum is four speakers; two hosta and two 
non-hosta., loosely formed around a theme.  As you can see, 
this  year’s theme will be American Bandstand for a “Rockin’ 
Fall Hosta Forum” .  The point of the theme is really to tie the 
day together and to have a bit of fun…. So polish up your 
chrome, dig out your poodle skirt and grease up that 

pompadour….. We’re going to rock around the clock. 
 

The HIT PARADE for this year includes: 
 
Jeff “Big Bopper” Miller of Land of the Giants Hostas 
 

Ron “Atomic Elvis” Livingston of the Fraternal Order of 

Seedy Fellows (FOoSF) 
 

Len “Bo Diddley” Lehman - Rock Around the Garden (rock 

gardening) 
 

Chris “Buddy Holley” Wilhoite - Arisaemas and other 

Kookie Plants 
 
And we’ve made some changes in the overall program, based 

upon those surveys that our regulars have diligently filled out. 
 
We are not having a sit-down 
formal dinner this year, but rather 
lighter fare, pizza and salads…. 
But you will still have an 
opportunity to visit the vendors 

and socialize 
 
Instead of a gift hosta, each 
Friday night attendee will receive 
a $5 voucher, good that night at 

any of the vendors 
 
And we are flattening the pay 
structure so  to make it less of a puzzler  - but you still get a 

discount for donating. 

…

The most serious charge which can be 

brought against New England is not 

Puritanism but February…. Spring is too far 

away to comfort by anticipation and winter 

long ago lost the charm of novelty.   
 

 - Joseph Wood Krutch, The Twelve Seasons 

1949 
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Next meeting:  February 14TH 
Mid-Winter Meeting 
 

Mike Shadrack, President 
8399 Zimmerman Road 
Hamburg, NY  14075 
H8staman@aol.com 

Western New York Hosta Society 

 

We’re on the web 

WWW. Wnyhosta.com 

 

 

 

 

(from previous page) 

solid tissue to prevent further rot and possibly the death of the plant.  

Which hostas are most frost sensitive - Late freezes can be a 
problem with any variety, especially the ones that break dormancy 
early. The species H. plantaginea and its sports have the reputation 
of being the most frost sensitive. It is widely believed all fragrant 
hostas have H. plantaginea in their lineage, making them candidates 
for protection. H. plantaginea is one of the only species that will 
continue to produce new leaves all summer long. This is an 
advantage when the original spring foliage becomes damaged. 
Contrarily, I have read that hostas in the Sieboldiana Group and 
Tokudama Group are slow to recover from frost damage, as they 
tend to push only one good flush of growth in a season, also making 
hostas with these lineages, good candidates for protection. A few 
other of the more sensitive hostas include H. montana 

‘Aureomarginata’, ‘Sagae’, ‘Lancifolia’, and ‘Chinese Sunrise’. 

New purchases - If hostas are purchased prior to mid-May, I suggest 
leaving them in pots so they can easily be moved to a protected area 

when frost warnings occur. 

Is it worth the effort - Protecting hostas from freezing temperatures 
is certainly a hassle. Each of us has to determine for ourselves 
whether it is worth the effort and when to take protective measures. In 
my opinion, we must always be aware of the possibility of freezing 
temperatures and react accordingly to preserve the beauty of our 
gardens.    


